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Examined closely, the Biblical story of Noah is rife with inconsistency, repetition and 
discontinuity. What brought about the Flood? How did it occur? How long did it last? 
Why was anyone spared? Why Noah? Why did God resolve never to destroy all life 
again? And how does this story fit into the larger context of Israel’s pre-history 
recounted in the Pentateuch? 

The canonical text is hopelessly ambiguous and unclear, but the source-critical analysis 
provides simple and compelling answers, and illustrates precisely how the documents 
that comprise the Pentateuch were combined into a single text.
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